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<Abstract>

Semantic Problems in Foreign Language Translations for Non—Native
Certified Care Workers
Field-specific meanings of non-technical word forms

Long, Daniel - Isono, Hideharu

In recent years, Japan has been attempting to increase the number of Indonesian
Certified Care Workers through means such as the EPA (Economic Partnership
Agreement). Linguists have been active in trying to decrease language hurdles, citing
unnecessary difficulties in the national certification exam (Endo 2011) and developing
educational materials for foreigners to learn specialized vocabulary (Chuta Project
2011) and the kanji used to write it. This paper began (with the cooperation of
Indonesia University of Education’s Dianni Risda) as an attempt to make corrections
in the mistranslations of such words into English and Indonesia. However, it quickly
became obvious that there was more to the problem than mistranslations. We reject
the simple dichotomy between specialized (technical) and non-specialized
(conversational) terminology and propose five groups of terms based on word form
and meaning. (1) First are terms in which both the word form and its meaning
are non-technical (conversational), like aite. Dictionaries give the English equivalents
of this term as companion, company, opponent, competitor and object, roughly in
order of commonest usage. The problem is that, in the healthcare field, the most
common usage of this word (object of one’s care) is the less common in general
usage. This means that translating this word into English (or Indonesian) without
consideration of the field-specific meaning of this non-technical word form would
lead to the (mistaken) impression that it referred to a coworker than to a patient.

(2) Another group of terms are those in which the word form itself is found in
common usage but its semantics are different in a specific field, such as the term
kyoudo which in everyday usage means “strength” (as in how many kilos of weight
a shelf can support) but in this field is used for things like the strenuousness of
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exercise. What have hitherto been thought of as technical terms, words in which
the word form itself is not used in everyday speech, are here separated into (3) terms
in which the meaning is an everyday one, such as shin’i, which could be easily
explained as nemaki (pajamas) and (4) terms in which the meaning itself is complex
and can not be explained by the substation of an everyday word such as hansoku
kuukan mushi which is translated into English as “unilateral spatial neglect”. This

paper concentrates on the importance of group 2 terms.



